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Cento and Pieve, which, with one hundred thousand
ducats, constituted Lucrezia's dowry. Altogether a
most unromantic affair.
The following letter from the Ferrarese ambassador
in Rome, dated September 23d, is of interest in con-
nection with this marriage:
MOST ILLUSTRIOUS PRINCE AND MOST NOBLE LORD,
His Holiness the Pope, taking into consideration such
matters as might occasion displeasure not only to your Ex-
cellency and to the Most Illustrious Don Alfonso, but also
to the Duchess and even to himself, has charged us to write
to your Excellency to urge you so to contrive that the Lord
Giovanni of Pesaro, who, as your Excellency is aware, is in
Mantua, shall not be in Ferrara at the time of the nuptials.
Notwithstanding that his divorce from the said Duchess is
absolutely legitimate and accomplished in accordance with
pure truth, as is publicly known not only from the proceed-
ings of the trial, but also from the free confession of the said
Don Giovanni, it is possible that he may still be actuated
by some lingering ill-will; wherefore, should he find himself
in any place where the said lady might be seen by him, her
Excellency might, in consequence, be compelled to with-
draw into privacy, to be spared the memory of the past.
Wherefore, His Holiness exhorts your Excellency to pro-
vide with your habitual prudence against such a contin-
gency.
Meanwhile, the festivities wherewith her betrothal
was celebrated went merrily amain, and into the midst
of them, to bear his share, came Cesare crowned with
fresh laurels gained in the Neapolitan war. No merry-
makings ever held under the auspices of Pope Alexan-
der VI at the Vatican had escaped being the source of '
much scandalous rumour, but none had been so scan-
dalous and disgraceful as the stories put abroad on